Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 USUN N 01155 102257Z 

16 

ACTION ORM-Ol 

INFO OCT-01 EA-06 10-10 ISO-OO SR-02 AID-05 FDRE-00 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SCA-01 EB-07 HEW-02 

SSO-OO /079 W 

081935 

R 102123Z APR 75 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9844 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
USMISSION GENEVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE USUN 1 155 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SREF, EAID, SHUM, PFOR, UN, VS, VN, CB, UNICEF, UNHCR 
SUBJECT: INQUIRY FROM AUSTRALIAN MISSION ON VIETNAMESE 
ADOPTION PROGRAM 

1. TRANSMITTED BELOW IS TELEGRAM RECEIVED BY AUSTRALIAN MISSION 
REQUESTING INFORMATION ON NEWS REPORTS THAT ICRC SPOKESMAN STATED 
"THE WAY VIETNAMESE CHILDREN ARE BEING ADOPTED IN OTHER COUNTRIES 
APPEARED TO CONTRAVENE GENEVA CONVENTION." AUSTRALIANS HAVE ASKED 
IF WE COULD PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION INCLUDING OUR INTERPRETATION 
OF GENEVA CONVENTIONS THIS SUBJECT. WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE. 

QUOTE VIET NAM ORPHANS 

GLAD ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING REPORT 
CARRIED BY AAP AND ABC THIS MORNING: 

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE ICRC HAS SAID THE WAY VIETNAMESE 
CHILDREN ARE BEING ADOPTED IN OTHER COUNTRIES APPEARED TO 
CONTRAVENE THE GENEVA CONVENTION CODE COVERING THE 
PROTECTION OF CIVILIAN POPULATION. ACCORDING TO THE 
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SPOKESMAN THE CONVENTION ALLOWED TEMPORARY HOMES TO BE 
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PROVIDED FOR WAY CHILDREN BUT FORBADE 'FORMAL ADOPTION 
SUCH AS WAS BEING PRACTICED IN RELATION TO THE VIETNAMESE 
CHILDREN'. UNQUOTE 
BENNETT 
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